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Text of
THE CAPTIVES

For Chorus and Orchestra by Richard Felciano

Quomodo cantabimus canticum Domini in terra aliena?

Somewhere a king walks in his gallery

Owning the porges of a fiery city. . )
Brass traffic shakes the walls. The windows shiver with business.
It is the bulls’ day. The citizens

Build themselves each hour another god

And fry a fatter idol out of mud.

They cut themselves a crooked idiom

To the winged animals, upon their houses.
Prayers are made of money, songs of numbers,
Hymns of the blood of the killed.

Old ladies are treasured in sugar.
Young ones rot in wine. ) )
The flesh of the fat organizers smiles with oil.

Blessed is the army that will one day crush you, city,
Like a golden spider.

Blest are they that hate you. Blest are they

That dash your brats against the stones.

The children of God have died, O Babylon,
Of thy wild algebra.

Days, days are the journcy

From wall to wall. And milcs

Miles of houses’shelter terror.

And we lie chained to their dry roots, O Israel!

Qur bodies are greyer than mud.

There, butterflies are born to be dancers

And fly in black and blue along the drunken river
Where, in the willow trees, Assyria lynched our song!

Mauy my bones burn and ravens eat my flesh

1f 1 forpet thee, contemplation!

May language perish from my tongue

If I do not remember thee, O Sion, city of vision,
Whose heights have windows finer than the firmament

When night pours down her canticles
And peace sings on thy watchtowers like the stars of Job.

Thomas Merton

The Caplives— A Psalm from SELECTED POEMS OF
THOMAS MERTON. Copyright 1944 by Our Lady of Geth-
semanl Monastery. Copyright 1946, 1959 by New Directions.
Copyright © 1959 by The Abbey of Gethsemani, Inc. Used by
permission of the publishers, New Directions,
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